Introduced by Council President Brosche and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Morgan, Anderson, Crescimbeni, Hazouri and K. Brown: 

RESOLUTION 2018-276
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING JOEL W. MCEACHIN FOR HIS DECADES OF SERVICE TO THE CITY AS ITS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLANNER ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Joel McEachin was born and raised in Panama City, Florida and earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in anthropology from Florida State University (where he graduated with honors and was elected to the Phi Beta Kappa academic honor society) and a master’s degree in secondary education from Florida A&M University; and


WHEREAS, Mr. McEachin began his professional career with the Tallahassee Junior Museum for 8 years, then moved to Jacksonville to become Director of the Historic Landmarks Commission for two years under Mayor Jake Godbold before taking the reins as Executive Director of Riverside Avondale Preservation Inc. in 1986; and


WHEREAS, in 1989, he resumed employment with the City as its first historic preservation planner, eventually becoming a Senior Planner and supervisor of the Historic Preservation Section of the Planning and Development Department, which oversees all City activities relating to identification, research, and designation of historic landmarks, sites and districts; develops area-specific zoning overlays to protect neighborhoods with unique and cohesive characteristics; develops and promulgates architectural design guidelines; provides the research needed to process requests for Certificates of Appropriateness for external work on structures in designated historic districts; staffs the History Preservation Commission; and otherwise acts as the City’s repository of historical and architectural knowledge; and

WHEREAS, Joel McEachin has always been a lover of history and has devoted his professional life to his passion for restoring and preserving crucial components that are essential to maintaining the fabric of Jacksonville’s history and thereby the City’s own knowledge and image of itself as a place with a long and interesting past that informs its future vision; and

WHEREAS, Mr. McEachin has announced his retirement after a long and successful career of public service, and his encyclopedic knowledge and willing collaborative spirit will be greatly missed; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Joel W. McEachin for his decades of service to the City and the general public as a historic planner and general advocate for preservation and historical research, and extends its very best wishes for a long and fulfilling retirement. His contributions are legion, and his work is gratefully acknowledged and will be long remembered.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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